
For Service Missionaries in Areas Where All the Cemeteries Have Already 
Been Photographed: Documenting Unmarked Gravesites 
BillionGraves is the world’s largest GPS-linked cemetery database. The BillionGraves app is 
used to take photos of gravestones and the data is recorded and shared with FamilySearch. 

But what if someone doesn’t have a gravestone? Who will remember those buried in 
unmarked graves? With your help, they will be documented just like those who have 
gravestones! 

How can you help?  
1. Note: This project is ONLY to be done in areas where all the cemeteries have already 

been photographed. If you live in an area where there are cemeteries (or partial 
cemeteries) that still need to be documented – then please go take photos of 
gravestones!  

2. Select a cemetery that has already been documented with the BillionGraves app. 
Contact the cemetery manager of that cemetery. Offer to help create a GPS-linked 
record of those buried in unmarked graves. Let them know that they will be able to 
access the records for free on BillionGraves.com after you are done. They may also 
have a copy of the data for their own records if they wish. 

3. Ask the cemetery manager for a spreadsheet of all burials.  
4. Upload the spreadsheet as a batch of supporting records by using the following 

guidelines: 
https://support.billiongraves.com/support/solutions/articles/35000031871-how-do-i-add-
a-supporting-record-  

5. Contact BillionGraves at support@billiongraves.com by email with a request to match 
the burial records on the spreadsheet with existing gravestone images.  

6. BillionGraves will send the service missionary an output file with a list of unmarked or 
undocumented graves.  

7. The output list will contain a page for each burial record which can be printed and used 
as a temporary paper gravestone.  

8. Each paper gravestone will also have information about others buried nearby that may 
help you to find the unmarked grave. 

9. Lay the printed paper on the ground or mount it on a small easel at the unmarked grave.  
10.Click on the “take pictures” button with the BillionGraves app to take a picture of the 

names and dates as if this were a headstone. The app will capture the GPS location 
automatically.  

11.When you are finished, upload the photos - with one click of a button - so everyone can 
use them for family history and keep the memories alive of those who may otherwise 
have been forgotten. 

12.Repeat! ☺ 

Thanks a billion! 
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